Law on Publication in the Official Gazette No. 78/1977
Article (1): 

First: The Iraqi Official Gazette is the official gazette of the Republic of Iraq issued by the Ministry of Justice. 

Second: Everything published in the Official Gazette is considered as the credible official text and it shall enter into force on the date of publication unless it was stipulated otherwise. 

Article (2):

First: The following items shall be published in the Official Gazette: 

A- Laws and Decisions of the Revolutionary Command Council. 

B- Treaties or agreements along with their annexes, compliments and certification laws. 

C- Regulations. 

D- Decrees. 
E- Instructions. 
F- Everything that is stipulated by the laws or decisions of the Revolutionary Command Council or the regulations to be published.
Second: The President of the Republic may decide to issue some of the items mentioned in item (first) of this article in specific issues of the official gazette if it will serve the higher interest of the government; The way of distributing, dealing and saving the specific issues shall be determined by a decree. President of the Republic may decide not to publish laws, decisions or regulations related to the security of the government or those which should not be necessarily known.
Article (3):
 
First: Masculine forms shall cover the feminine references; Singular forms shall indicate the dual and plural references; The person shall mean natural and juridical persons, wherever provided in official publications such as the Iraqi Official Gazette, unless otherwise suggested by a legal provision, text or presumption. 
 
Second: A month and year shall be calculated according to the Gregorian calendar, unless otherwise stated elsewhere. 
Article (4): 
Each ]law[ or regulation shall have a reference number that shall be attached to the year of issue and an address derived from the nature of its provisions. 
Article (5):
Unless expressly stated otherwise, if a law is repealed as a whole or in part, the repealed provisions shall not become effective upon repealing the law by virtue of which the first law was repealed. This rule shall be applicable to what is provided in Para First of Article 2 of this Law. 
Article (6):
Ignorance of the content of laws published in the Iraqi Official Gazette shall not be taken into consideration.      
Article (7): 

Ministry of Justice may re-print what is published in the official gazette and any other body or person are not allowed to do so unless with the permission of the Ministry of Justice and under its supervision. 
Article (8): 

Typo mistakes which occur during publishing the ]law[, decision issued by the Revolutionary Command Council or the regulation shall be corrected under a statement issued by the Presidency of the Presidency Divan. Mistakes which occur in other legislations shall be corrected under a statement issued by the body which had issued the original version which had the mistake; The correction shall be published in the official gazette. 
Article (9): 

Minister of Justice may issue instructions to facilitate implementation of the provisions of this ]law[. 
Article (10): 

Any text or decision which contradicts with this law shall be null and void. 

Article (11): 

]Law[ on Publication of Laws No. 59/1926 shall be abolished. 
Article (12): 

This ]law[ shall enter into force 30 days after the date of publication in the Official Gazette. 
Ahmed Hassan Al-Baker 

Head of the Revolutionary Command Council 

Justifying Reasons

Enabling the public to easily know about the legal rules which organize the society is one of the conditions required to establish the democratic modern state. Therefore, the interim constitution has decided to publish laws in the Official Gazette and consider the date of publication as the date on which the law enters into force unless otherwise is stated elsewhere. This important task has been played by the Iraqi official gazette since it was issued in the 1920’s and until the present time where it has become a unified reference for anyone wants to know about laws, regulations, instructions, decisions and information issued by different governmental entities which have increased and have had many activities. Thus, it has become necessary to set objective standards to organize ]publication[ in the Official Gazette, determine what must be published in it, put an end to the unorganized ways of publishing some important texts like international treaties and conventions which are certified by a law and organize the way of publishing (confidential legislations) in specific issues. The reason behind that is that the Law on Publication of Laws No. 59/ 1926 which was legislated half a century ago does not match neither the changes which followed the 17-30 July Revolution nor the current ambitions and legal requirements of media; So, it has become necessary to legislate a new law to organize the issuance of the Iraqi Official Gazette under modern standards and give it the status of the (Official Gazette of the Republic of Iraq). For all the reasons mentioned above, this law has been promulgated. 
 
 
 
 
 
