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In the name of the people 

Revolutionary Command Council 
First chapter
Objectives and foundations 
Article 1
The objective of this law is to regulate the use of Forensic Medicine in Iraq and to increase the effectiveness of local staff and to develop their profession to advance justice.
Article 2
The objectives of the law are achieved by:

First – Standardizing the methods of forensic medicine in Iraq and oversight of the implementation of these professional standards
Second – Providing technical and scientific expertise to the judiciary and the concerned investigative agencies 

Third – Conducting medical, health and technical training courses 
Fourth – Conducting f research related to forensic medicine

Fifth – Conducting statistical analysis of forensic medicine performance
Second Chapter 
Organizational Structure of Forensic Medicine 

Article 3
Establishment of Forensic Medicine Institute pursuant to this law, headquartered in Baghdad, and considered a branch of the Ministry of Health, and supporting the Forensic Medicine Institute with facilities and staff.

Article 4
Structure of the Forensic Medicine Institute is as follows:

First – The Forensic Medicine Institute in Baghdad will consist of:

a. Institute Board

b. Institute Departments
Second – Forensic centers in the districts will be administratively linked to health directorates in the districts and technically linked to the Forensic Medicine Institute in Baghdad.
Article 5
The Minister of Health is authorized to upgrade the Forensic Medicine Directorate at the Provinces that has a University, to a Forensic Medicine Institute equivalent to the level of a directorate when needed.
Article 6

First – The [Administrative Board of the] Forensic Medicine Institute will consist of:

a. Director of the Forensic Medicine Institute – as Chairman.
b. Representative from the Ministry of Defense, selected by Minister of Defense from a pool of military doctors – as a member.
c. Representative from the Ministry of Interior, selected by the Minister of Interior from a pool of military officers, not lower in rank than a Lieutenant Colonel, with a bachelor degree in law – as a member.
d. Representative from the Ministry of Justice, selected by the Minister of Justice and equivalent to the level of a director – as a member.

e. Representative from the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, selected by the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research from a pool of lecturers in Forensic Medicine in the Universities – as a member.
f. Chief Judge of a criminal court selected by the Minister of Justice – as a member.
g. Public Prosecutor, not less than second in rank (Category Two), selected by the Minister of Justice – as a member.
h. The Forensic Medicine Institute’s department heads – as members.
i. Three Forensic Medicine doctors selected by the Minister of Health - as members.
j. A specialist doctor, selected by the Minister of Health for a renewable two-year term – as a member.
Second – The Administrative Board will convene once a month and whenever called by the Chairman of the Board pursuant to his authority and as required, a quorum will consist of two-thirds of the Board in attendance Decisions will be taken by a majority vote of the attendees.  If any vote is tied, the Chairman’s vote will decide the matter.  
Third – The Board may invite any expert or specialist to attend their meetings, but with no right to vote.

Article 7
The Institute Administrative Board has the following duties:

First – Prepare an annual plan for Forensic Medicine in Iraq and follow up with implementation.

Second – Prepare an annual budget for the Institute and affiliated centers.

Third – Establish a committee with a membership of three practicing forensic medicine doctors to investigate objections to final forensic reports.

Fourth – Suggest applicable subjects for forensic medicine curricula and specialized postgraduate education for forensic medicine doctors.

Fifth – Endorse the initiation of training courses for health and medical professionals in forensic medicine.
Sixth – Recommend the granting of sabbaticals to employees of forensic medicine agencies or sending them as members of delegations.
Seventh –Recommend granting bonuses to employees of forensic medicine agencies in order to promote outstanding performance.
Eighth – Review matters directed to the Board by the Minister of Health or the Institute Director.
Article 8
The Minister of Health appoints the Director of the Institute, who must hold a certificate in forensic medicine and a term of practice not less than 7 years, or be a forensic medicine physician, who has practiced for at least 12 years, and are preferably holders of an LLB .

Article 9
First – duties of the Institute Director are as follow:

a. Administration of the daily operations of the Forensic Medicine Institute in Baghdad and technical supervision of other forensic medicine centers in districts.

b. Implementation of the Board’s decisions.

c. Performance of duties assigned to him by the Minister or the Institute Board.
Second – The Institute Director reports directly to the Minister.
Article 10
The Institute consists of the following sections:

First – Pathology Examination Section, headed by a forensic medicine doctor.

Second – Autopsy Examination Section, headed by a forensic medicine doctor

Third – Laboratory Section
Fourth- X-Ray Section, headed by a Radiologist
Fifth – Statistics and Researches Section

Article 11
Regulations issued by the Minister of Health will:

First – Determine the specialization of the sections, as well as the terms of employment and duties of the staff.

Second – Create new sections at the Forensic Medicine Institute and the forensic centers.

 Article 12
Each forensic medicine center in the districts will be headed by a forensic medicine doctor.
Third Chapter 
Forensic Medicine Doctor

Article 13
To be considered a forensic medicine doctor, a doctor must hold a certificate in forensic medicine, or have been in the continuous and actual practice of forensic medicine for not less than 3 years or successfully passed a training course provided by the Forensic Medicine Institute of duration of at least one calendar year.

Article 14
First – A Forensic Medicine Doctor performs the following duties:

a. Examine injured individuals to determine the cause of death.

b. Perform autopsies of corpses to determine wounds and cause.

c. Attend opening of graves to describe or autopsy the corpse to determine the cause of death or to take any other action ordered by an investigative judge.

d. Deliver technical opinions on medical related evidence before a court.

e. Determine age.

f. Perform inspections and examinations at crime scenes, if necessary.

g. Examine incidents concerning Honor and Public Moral Crimes. 

h. Examine sperm and blood specimens and type
i. Examine hair samples and determine origin.

j. Analyze different physical specimens such as narcotics, poisons, firearms residue, body fluids and others.

Second - Forensic doctors prepare a report of each assignment performed upon request by the Ministry of Justice and other investigative entities.

Third – The report prepared by the forensic doctor should be confidential.

Article 15

Forensic doctors may seek assistance from a specialist and other concerned entities and mention it in his report.

Article 16
First –the Court or Public Prosecutor may object to the forensic medicine report before the Objections Board as stipulated in paragraph 3 of Article 7 of this law.  Objections by interested parties to the report may not be accepted unless otherwise ordered by the court..

Second – the decision of the Objections Board in this regard is irrevocable from the perspective of forensic medicine only.

Article 17
Medical reports, requested by the Judiciary or by concerned investigative entities and prepared by doctors other than forensic medicine doctors, are subject to objection by the Court or Public Prosecutor or other interested parties at medical institutions where the reporting doctor is affiliated.

Chapter Four
Workflow Management for the Forensic Medicine Institute
Article 18
First – descriptions and details of incidents forwarded to the forensic medicine from judicial or concerned relevant entities are recorded in a special record, after verification of the individual or the corpse identity and safety of the sent materials, according to instructions issued for this purpose.

Second – The Institute Director or a forensic medicine doctor at the district forwards the incident to the concerned section or to a committee of three doctors, if necessary.

Third - incidents concerning Honor and Public Moral crimes and age determination are reviewed by a committee of three doctors.

Article 19
First – the incident is registered in the records of the section that examines it.

Second – the forensic medicine doctor or the concerned section or the committee, prepares a medical report of the examinations’ findings.  In addition, the Institute Director or the district forensic medicine doctor writes the regular medical report.
Article 20
First – The decision to autopsy a corpse or hand it over without autopsy will be made by the investigative judge.

Second – A forensic medicine doctor may not perform an autopsy on the corpse of a patient treated by him, which treatment ended up in the death of the patient.

Article 21
The forensic medicine doctor provides a forensic medicine death certificate to the family of a deceased upon completion of an autopsy.

Article 22
A corpse may not be autopsied if the suspected cause of death was an epidemic disease listed in international regulations.  In such a case, the investigative judge and the concerned health entities should be immediately informed.

Article 23
First – A forensic medicine doctor will attend the opening of a grave undertaken incident to a judicial order.

Second – A forensic medicine doctor may examine the corpse in the cemetery or move it to the appropriate Institute section.

Article 24

If an individual refuses to undergo a forensic medicine examination, then the investigative entity should be notified to take necessary action.

Article 25
A forensic medicine doctor  may request when necessary from the concerned investigative judge permission to bury a corpse before the end of the two-month period stipulated in paragraph 5, article 101, of the Public Health Law no. 89 for the year 1981. 

Article 26
 Forensic medicine cases may be transferred to another district when necessary by a decision of the concerned investigative judge and with the approval of the chief judge of the criminal court with which the investigative judge is affiliated.

Article 27
The Ministry of Health will allocate annually for a period of five years after activation of this law:

First – Train number of doctors, not less than five to be assigned as forensic medicine doctors.

Second – Train number of medical assistants, not less than 10, to be assigned to the Forensic Medicine Institute.

Article 28
First – the Minister of Health is authorized to grant the allowances stated in the Revolutionary Command Council no. 940, in 13/8/1985 to the above-mentioned staff the Forensic Medicine Institute.

Second - the Minister of Health is authorized to grant fixed professional allowances, valued at 100 Dinars monthly, for the staff other than doctors working in the Autopsy Section.

Third – allowances aforesaid in first and second paragraph of this article are excluded from the statutory provisions of the State Personnel Allocation law no. 93 for the year 1967, wherein the total salary and allowances received by the employees included under this law should not exceed 530 Dinars monthly.

Article 29
Doctors, pharmacists, medical assistants and other staff working in forensic medicine are exempted from the statutory provisions of the Medical Promotion Law no. 99 for the year 1970, and the Pharmacists’ Promotion Law no. 15 for the year 1972, and the Medical Professionals’ Promotion Law no. 44 for the year 1973.

Article 30
The Minister of Health is authorized to issue instructions to facilitate implementing the requirements of this law.

Article 31
This law is effective 90 days after its publication in the Gazette.

