Resolution No. 149
Pursuant to provisions of Para (8) of Article (44) amended, of the Interim Constitution, RCC decided, in his session held on Feb 9, 1970, to promulgate the following Law:

Law No. (20) of 1970
Regulation of Trade (1)

Section 1- Definitions

Article (1)- the following terms shall, for the purpose of this law, have meanings set against them, unless stipulated otherwise:-
1. Law       – the Law on Regulation of Trade.
2. Board  –  The Board of Regulation of Trade.

3. Chairman – the Deputy of the Prime Minister delegated to head the Board or the person selected by the PM.

4. The Minister – the Minister delegated by the Board.
5. Authority – the delegated Minister or any other authorized body, official delegated by the Minister to undertake tasks to achieve the purposes of this Law.

6. Commission - the Commission established by the delegated Minister to investigate or supervise over the issues relating to the implementation of this Law.

7. Goods – any material thing, in its nature or by a Law, involved in the transaction such as goods, row material, industrial, agricultural, physical, animal and food products and any other goods and products whether local or imported perpetually, temporarily or via transit.  
8. Services – any not- material thing, with an economical benefits to fill the needs of the public or to support national economy, such as transportation, communication, storage, or what is provided to the individuals for or without reimbursement, such as educational or sanitarian services.
9. Property – public, private and mixed properties whether are tangible or intangible and their relevant rights.  
Section 2- 
Article (2)- 1- The Board of Regulation Of Trade and its Jurisdiction:
a. The Board of Trade Regulation shall be consisted of the Chairman and Minister of Trade as his Deputy, it shall include Minister of Finance, Governor of Central Bank of Iraq and the deputies of Ministries of Industry and Minerals, Agriculture and Land Reform, Transportation and Communication as well as the Head Official of Economical Office within the Central Professional Office of Ba'ath Socialist Party and the person in charge of competent Department of Ministry of Planning.

b.   The Chairman may add one qualified member or more to the Board.

2- The Board may invite any Minister, Expert or person to attend its meetings but with no right of voting.

3- The Board has a juridical person with administrative and financial independence.
Article (3)- the jurisdiction of the Board is to:-
1. recommend trade policy of the Republic of Iraq (2) and forward it to the Council of Ministers to be approved within the national development plan, to promote and protect national economy and to prevent monopoly and manipulation of the pricing of goods and services.

2. follow-up and supervise over the implementation of trade policy and its related plans, and to issue decisions to ensure its enforcement.

3. a- recommend the list of  main goods and services and its price that is preferred to be subsidized, specify the size and types of its proposed  subsidy and forward it to the Council of Ministers to take appropriate decision.  
b- draw -up pricing policy of goods and services not mentioned in the Item (a)  above of this Paragraph, and  specify the prices of some items, if necessary.

4.  take measures and procedures to deal with issues relating to trade and    coordinate, if necessary, with different sectors interested.
5.the Board may delegate to the Chairman or his deputy or competent Minister some of its powers  necessary to facilitate the implementation of this law.
Article (4)-

1. The Board shall convene at least once a month, the quorum of the meeting is considered complete through attending two-thirds of its members, the decisions shall be adopted by the majority vote of its present members, and upon equal votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote. If the Chairman is absent, his Deputy shall replace him.

2. The Board shall issue instruction specifying the way of sending invitation, holding sessions and recording proceedings and alike.

3. a- The Central System for Pricing established under the Central System for Pricing Law No. (50) of 1974 as amended shall be connected with the Board,Ministerof Trade shall head the High Commission for Pricing.
b- In compliance with the provisions of this Law, the Central System for Pricing shall be the central body for price limitation in accordance with the criteria and instruction issued by the Council of Ministers or the Board. The Systems for pricing established in different Ministries shall be committed by bases and criteria determined by the Central System for Pricing which may delegate some of its powers to the Price Systems within Ministries.
Article (5)- 

1. The Board shall have a secretariat general, headed by an official holding an office of secretary general.
2. It shall be determined by an order, the bodies of secretariat general of the Board, their duties, and the relationships among them and among bodies of Ministry of Trade and other Ministries, as well as  jurisdiction, powers and duties of Secretary General of the Board. The Board may issue instruction to organize financial and accounting matters of the Secretariat General.

3. The Rules of Service stipulated in Public Institutions Law No. (166) of 1965 as amended, shall be applied to the personnel of the secretariat general to the extent consistent with this Law.

4. The Chairman or his designee may grant secretary general's personnel allowances it deems appropriate, taking into consideration Allowances of State Officials and Employees Law No. (93) of 1967 as amended. 
5. Ministry of Finance shall assume reliability to cover financial and administrative expenses of Secretary General Office from the public Budget.
Article (6)- to facilitate achieving the objectives and purposes of this Law, the Minister shall:

1. establish necessary entities to conduct the duties and tasks.

2. seek the help of  any experienced official and from any office. The Minister concerned shall, for the purpose of the help, be as a Chief of this official.
3. grant the remunerations and bonus to the person who provides support for disclosing violations and crimes stipulated in this Law,  as the Board deems appropriate.
Section 3-

Offenses, Violations and Penalties

Article (7)- each person who required to attend before the authority or a body established under this law, and denied knowingly to be present in the specified  time and place or left the place prior to the time required, shall be published by imprisonment not exceeds  three months with a fine not exceeds two thousand dinars or one of them.(3)
Article (8)- First- each person who denies to sell goods in the price determined or sells in a price exceeds the price determined by State departments and socialist or mixed sector or any other party delegated powers over the prices, shall be published by imprisonment for a period not exceeding seven years or by imprisonment of two years and a fine not exceeds two thousand dinars and not less than five hundred dinars or one of these two punishments- imprisonment or fine.
Second- If the Court decided only a fine, the punishment, if repeated, shall be imprisonment for a period not less than two years and a fine not less than five hundred dinars.(4)
Article (9)-First-  punishment of imprisonment for a period not exceeds ten years  and not less than three years or a fine not exceeds three thousand dinars and not less than a thousand dinar or one of these two punishments shall be applied, in any case of the following cases, to:

1. any person who exports or imports goods with intent of trading  not in compliance with conditions and terms issued and published by an authorized party.

2. any person who willfully violates the conditions and terms of the protection of agricultural, industrial, animal or physical product.

3. any person who willfully denies to provide records, documents of a decision, declaration or an order issued by a law.

4. any person who willfully and knowingly provides false or incorrect  information, records, or documents.

5. any person who intentionally hinders an official or public servant to carry out its duties.

6. any person who fabricates an item that has already been prohibited to be fabricated, or modifies the form or shape of an item with intent to escape from restraints imposed on its use, or uses it in a manner not compliance with any declaration or order issued regarding the way of its use.

7. any person who used to sell, buy  or mediate in any transaction between a seller and a buyer in a manner not consistent with the provisions of this law or the declarations issued thereto, or used to sell and buy items prohibited to deal with in socialist sector or prohibited to be dealt with other than those registered licensees.
8. any person who disposes in an imported or local produced  row material in a manner not consistent with the purpose of its import or production or supply.

9. any person who produces or fabricates a protected commodity in a manner not consistent with the conditions and terms of the protection.

10.  any person who stores, distributes or transfers any item of the items covered by this law, or found in its possession stored items in a manner not consistent with the law or declaration issued thereto.
11.   any person who commits an action influenced on the items, services or properties that leads to raise their prices or reduce their supply or lead to collect them or elapse them from the public in a manner inconsistent with the economical policy of the State.

Second- If the Court decided only a fine, the punishment shall be, if repeated, imprisonment for a period not less than three years and a fine not less than a thousand dinars.(5)
Article (10)- (6)

 a-  punishment of  life imprisonment or temporary imprisonment for a period not less than ten years and a fine not exceeds fifteen thousand dinars and not less than ten thousand dinars, shall be applied to:
1. any person who falsifies or distorts any document, certificate or license issued in accordance with this law or regulations and declarations issued thereto, or uses it knowing that it is falsified, or uses a document, certificate or license not for the purpose it is organized to, and in a manner inconsistent with the orders and declarations issued for its use. 
2. each official or public servant who knowingly or for personal interest takes an action leads to damage the national economy or public interest, and each person who takes advantage of  such action knowing it is unlawful, shall be considered as a partner involved in this crime.

3. any person who knowingly provides deceptive information subsequently leads to make decisions regarding an affair set out in this law may damage the national economy.
4. any person who willfully hides, breaks, destroys, breaks down or seriously damages production devices, goods or services determined to be held hands on (seized) them.
b- any person who willfully commits any violation or crime set out in Para (a) of this article resulting sabotage in the national economy and serious damage in public interest, shall be punished by capital punishment or life imprisonment or temporary for a period not less than fifteen years and a fine not exceeds twenty thousand dinars and not less than ten thousand dinars.
c- for the purposes of Paragraph (b) above, Mahkamat Al- Thawrra (The Court of the Revolution) shall be the Court of competent jurisdiction to review  violations or crimes set out in this law.
d- The competent Court, in accordance with this law, shall refer violations and crimes that are out of its jurisdiction to the Court stipulated in Para (c) of this article as an exception of Criminal Procedure Code.
e- 

1. any official, public servant or petrol station undertaker takes use of its position, authority or duty to acquire or obtain quantities of fuel for personal interest or for trading in a manner not in compliance with  the Regulation in force, or unlawfully uses of State storage, shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not less than two years and not exceeds three years and a fine not exceeds (3000 ID).

2.  If a violation committed by using violence or threat against any person, the punishment shall be imprisonment for a period not less than three years and not exceeds five years and a fine not exceeds (5000 ID).

3. the violator shall bear the value of the fuel accounted on the basis of the official price of measurement unit multiplied by 50 % ( fifty). 
Article (11)- any person who exercises fraud or misrepresents the quality of goods prepared to be exported or to be for local consumption, adds or changes the description of any imported goods with intent to avoid provisions of any law or declaration issued thereto, or willfully committed an action that might lead to lessen the trust in Iraq trading operation, shall be punished by imprisonment for a period  not exceeds fifteen years with a fine not exceeds thirty thousand dinars and not less than ten thousand dinars.(7)
Article (12)- punishment shall be imprisonment for a period not exceeds ten years or for a period not less than three years and a fine not exceeds twenty thousand dinars and not less than ten thousand dinars or one of them, shall apply to each person who:-

1. sells or purchases importation or exportation license or mediates in trading any of them.

2. manipulates trading lists or prints prices labels or false information on them. (8)  
Article ( 13) – revoked.(9)
Article (14) – revoked.(10)
Article (15)- first- any person who violates any declaration, order or regulation in force issued in accordance with this law, or Regulation of Economical Life Law No. 41 of 1943 (repealed), shall be punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeds four years and not less than two years with a fine not exceeds a thousand dinars and not less than three hundred dinars or one of them.

Second- If the court decided only a fine, the penalty shall be, if repeated, imprisonment for a period not less than two years with a fine not less than three hundred dinar.(11)  
Article (16)- 
1. If a committed action leads to multi-violations under a law or laws, it should be taken into consideration the violation that constitutes aggravating punishment and shall be judged by a punishment determined, the Criminal Court of the Regulation of Trade shall be the Court of competent jurisdiction if the penalty determined by this law is similar to or aggravated by other laws.

2. If multi-violations are committed under a law or laws resulting from many actions but strongly connected with each other and for one purpose, the ruling shall be by penalty determined for each violation in accordance with article (142) of Penal Code no. (111) of 1969, and the Criminal Court of Regulation of Trade shall be the Court of competent jurisdiction to review such violations or offenses if the penalty provided for in this law is similar or aggravating. (12)
Article (17)-

1. In addition to the penalties set out in this law, the Minister may determine to withdraw any license issued in accordance with the law or any license to exercise work or importation card or may revoke the decision of the protection or close the place of work (shop…) where the profession exercised. Such penalties shall be temporary or perpetually in a manner not inconsistent with any provision of any law.
2. In addition to the penalties set out in this law, the Court must, upon finding a conviction in any violation or crime provided for in this law, sentence by confiscation the property and materials collected from any crime or used in committing such a crime or prepared to be used in such a crime or hired in such crime. (13)
Section (4)

Judicial jurisdiction and procedures

Article (18)-
1. Upon a proposal provided by the interested Minister, Special Courts shall be established in many locations to be determined by the Minister of Justice, consisting of a competent Judge holding not less than second class, to review crimes and violations committed against this law, or any violation against other laws referred to it.
2. It is permissible to delegate any official, from Ministry of Trade or its institutions or units, whose office is not less than office of director, along with  Governors and Qaimmaqams (district officers) a penal authority in accordance with the law through a resolution issued by the Minister of Justice, and upon a proposal by the minister of Trade in order to review offenses set out in articles (8- 9- and 16) of this law. (14)
                                           Article (19) - the procedures set out in Criminal Procedure 
                           Code, unless otherwise stipulated in this law, shall be   taken into consideration.
Article (20)- for the purposes of this law, the authority  may:

1. summon and request any person to provide any records, documents, papers or information, the authority,  if denies, to force him to be present through  competent parties.
2. examine and inspect any records, documents or instruments.
3. order to conduct investigation in any commercial place, warehouse, building or another location other than residential houses and in any time to ensure hands holding on (seizure) the existing properties or seize any materials for which an offense is committed punishable by this law or for other purposes to implement a decision issued thereto. 
Article (21)-the competent minister shall provide all delegated persons implementing this law with personal identification cards when starting their duties. Interested persons shall have to make sure of that.

Article (22)-

1. Judge of inquiry may consider a report filed by an official delegated to implement orders issued in accordance with this law, as a sufficient evidence for referral, Competent Court may consider the report as a sufficient evidence for conviction if it is enhanced by his witness under the oath unless evidenced otherwise.(15)
2. the Court may sentence by  compensation not exceeds two-fold of the damage resulted from any violation or crime set forth in this law, in addition to penalty determined for this crime.
Article (23)-  the imposing fine of  decisions shall not exceed five hundred dinar.(16)
Article (24)-

1. the decisions issued by Courts of Inquiry in accordance with this law shall be subject to the provisions of the  appeal set forth in Criminal Procedure Code.

2. decisions and rulings issued by criminal Court of Regulation of Trade under this law, shall be subject to appeal before the Court of Cassation through ( 30 ) days from the date of issue, except that set out in article (24) and Para (b) of article (11) amended, of this law.

3.  If determined, as a result of the Cassation, to deny approval of both conviction decision and ruling, the imposed fine and materials confiscated (if any ) shall be returned back, otherwise, the convict shall be recompensed their value.(17)
Article (25)- subject to the provisions of this law, the claims filed against the government, board, authority, commission and any other committee established under this law regarding any act they did to implement its provisions, shall not be heard in the Courts.(18)
Article (26)-  all amounts  resulted from the implementation of this law and collected by the government, shall be deemed as preferred debts to be charged in accordance with Debt Collection for Government Law No.56 of 1977.(19)
Article (27)- It is permissible to issue regulations and instructions to facilitate the implementation of this law.

Article (28)-  The Regulation of Economical Life Law No.41 of 1943 and its amendments shall be repealed. All other Regulations, Declarations and Instructions issued thereto, in addition the resolutions of the Board of Regulation of Trade (cancelled) shall be in force pending being replaced, except what is incompatible with this law.

Article (29) – this law shall be entered into force from the date of its publication in the official gazette.

Article (30)- the interested  Ministers shall undertake the implementation of this law.

Numbers and dates of the Laws amended:
1. Law No. 159 of 1971 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2083 / Jan 10, 1972
2. Law No. 118 of 1974 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No. 2395 / Sept 10,1974

3. Law No. 4     of 1975 --- al-waqai al-iraqiya  No.2432 / Jan 16, 1975 
4. Law No. 98 of 1975  --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2478 / June 30, 1975

5. Law No. 149 of 1975-  alWaqai al-Iraqiya No.2492 / Oct 10, 1975
6. Law No. 166 of 1975 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2496 / Nov 3, 1975
7. Law No. 45 of 1976 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2524 / Apr 19, 1976
8. Law No. 87 of 1976 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2546 / Aug 30, 1976
9. Law No. 63 of 1978 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2650 / Apr 24, 1978
10. Law No. 192 of 1978 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2689 / Dec 25, 1978
11. Law No. 102 of 1979 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2724 / Aug 6, 1979
12. Law No. 47 of 1983 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.2943 / June13, 1983
13. Law No. 62 of 1986 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.3105 / July 7, 1986
14. Law No. 7 of 1991 --- al-Waqai al-Iraqiya No.3343 / Feb 28, 1991
Marginal note
1. published in al-Waqai al-Iraqiya "the official gazette" no. 1843 / Feb 23, 1970. Its original name ( Law of Regulation of Internal and External Trade had been changed into ( Regulation of Trade) in accordance with the first Amendment Law No. 159 of 1971. The provisions of First and Second Sections had been revoked to be replaced by the current provisions in accordance with eleventh Amendment Law no. 102 of 1979, so the number of the articles had also changed accordingly, for instance, the second section ended with article 6.
2. the name of al Jumhuria al-iraqiya ( Republic of Iraq) is replaced by Jumhuriat al-Iraq ( that is,  feminine common name of Iraq is replaced by  masculine name) in accordance with RCC resolution No.460 of December 30 published in al-Waqai al-Iraqiya  no.3387 of Nov 6, 1991.

3. article is amended under ninth Amendment Law No. 63 of 1978, fine amount provided for in the article is also amended in accordance with RCC resolution No. 206 of Nov 22, 1994, published in al-waqai al-iraqiya no. 3540 of December 5, 1994.

4. provision of the article is revoked to be replaced by the current provision under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1074, and ninth Amendment Law No. 63 of 1978, finally by the twelfth Amendment Law No.47 of 1983.
5. provision of the article is revoked to be replaced by the current provision under the twelfth Amendment Law No. 47 of 1983, the name of " Public Sector" is changed into " Socialist Sector" under RCC resolution no. 273 of March 8,1977.

6. many amendments have been added to the article , as the following: (1) the article is amended under the second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974, (2) paragraphs (a, b)  of this article are amended under the ninth Amendment Law No. 63 of 1970, (3) para (e) is added to this article under the Law No. 7 of 1991, (4) fine amount set out in paragraphs (a ,b, 3- e) is amended under RCC resolution no. 206 of Nov 22,1994.

7. the article is amended under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974, then amended under ninth Amendment Law No. 63 of 1978. Fine amount set out in the article is also amended by RCC resolution no.206 of Nov 22, 1994.

8. article (13) is amended under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974. Fine amount is also amended by RCC resolution no. 206 of Nov 22,1994.

9. rescinded by third Amendment Law No. 4 of 1975.

10. rescinded by third Amendment Law No. 4 of 1975.

11. the article is amended under twelfth Amendment Law No. 47 of 1983.

12. the article is amended under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974.

13.  phrase ( except that is not inconsistent with any provision of any law….etc of para (1) of the article (18) ) is added under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974. Para 92) is added to the article under ninth Amendment Law No. 63 of 1978.

14. the article is amended by second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974 to become the  provision of para (1), then para (2) is added to the article under sixth Amendment Law No. 66 of 1975. The Arabic utterance " Hakim" =Judge" is changed to " Qadhi"= Judge" by RCC resolution no.218 of Feb 20, 1979.

15. para (1) is amended under second Amendment Law No. 118 of 1974.

16. is amended under twelfth Amendment Law No. 47 of 1983.

17. is amended under Amendment Law No. 62 of 1986.

18. following the revocation of the name of (Majlis) of Regulation of Trade, it is replaced by  (Lijna) in accordance with article (3) of eleventh Amendment Law No.102 of 1979.

19. the Due Debt Collection to Government Law is replaced by Debt Collection to Government No. 56 of 1977. 
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