Law of Political Parties of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

In the Name of God, Most Merciful, Most Gracious 
In the Name of the People, 

National Assembly of the Kurdistan region of Iraq 
Law Number: 42 
Date: 18/10/1993

Based on Paragraph (1) of Article (56) of Law No. 1 for 1992;
Noting what has been presented by the Kurdistan region Council of Ministers;
The Kurdistan National Assembly has, in its session in 10/10/1993, promulgated the following: 

Law No. 17 / 1993
Law of Political Parties for the Kurdistan Region of Iraq

Article One
A “ Party “ is a political organization composed of a voluntary union of natural individuals who join in common principles and objectives made public in a specific platform that the party  aims to establish through peaceful means. 
Article Two
1. Any citizen of the Kurdistan region, who is a resident of the region, and who has met the eligibility criteria, may have the right to participate in establishing a party. 
2.  Any citizen of the Kurdistan region and any citizen with permanent residency, who has  completed 18 years of age, and is legally capable has the right to belong to a party and to withdraw from it in accordance with its bylaws. 


Article Three
The freedom to establish parties is guaranteed.  Parties may enjoy full freedom to exercise their activities.  This Law guarantees protection. 
 
Article Four 
The party is committed to have its principles and objectives conform with: 
1. Enhancing and developing the achievements and rights of the Kurdish people. 
2. Enhancing the principles of democracy, respect of freedoms and human rights principles confirmed in international treaties, charters and declarations. 
3. Achieving its goals through peaceful democratic means and must believe in the peaceful exchange of authority with no use of violence, terrorism or inducement. 
4. Following democratic means within the party practices. 
5. Prohibiting the dissemination of sectarian, religious and ethnic differences or divisions. 

Article Five 
The party is committed to respect the rights and freedoms of citizens, parties and civil society organizations. 

Article Six 
Political party foundation rules:
1. The petitioner for the establishment of a political party shall present a request to the Ministry of Interior signed by at least 50 of the founding members whose ages should be no less than 25 years on the condition that he has not been convicted of a crime or dishonoring misdemeanor and who has not participated in the planning or execution of any of the crimes of the oppressive regime and should be legally eligible and able to read and write. Party platform and bylaws should be attached to the application. 
2. The application request mentioned in (1) above may also include name, family name, age, profession, address of residence for each of the founding members. Party name should not be similar to another party name. 
Article Seven 
1. The Minister of Interior must ensure that the foundation request respects all legal requirements mentioned in Article 6 of this law and that the application is submitted to the Council of Ministers within 30 days from the date of registration. 
2. The Minister of Interior shall return, to the founders within the period mentioned in (1) above, any establishment request that does not meet the establishment requirements for completion. An establishment request may not be returned more than once. 
3. Council of Ministers shall approve or turn down the establishment request within 45 days from the date of registration.  A decision to turn down an application request must be justified. 
4. If a decision to look into the request has not been taken within the period mentioned in (3) above of this article then the request shall be deemed approved under the law. 
5. The Minister of Interior shall notify the founding members of the decision of the Council of Ministers. 
6. Petitioners for the party to be founded can bring a case against a negative decision of the Council of Ministers before the Court of Appeals of the Kurdistan region within 30 days from date of notification.  The Court of Appeals verdict is final. 

Article Eight 
The party has juridical personality from the date of issuance of its license and has the right to exercise its activities. Legal representation of the party is determined according to party bylaws.  

Article Nine 
1. The party has the right to establish its main office in the capital of the region or in the center of any of the provinces of the region.  The party has the right to open branches with prior notification to the relevant authorities. 
2. The party has the right to open branches outside the region on the condition of prior notification to the Ministry of Interior. 
3. The party may not open branches in government departments or official offices. 

Article Ten 
The party may fuse with other party according to the bylaws of both parties. The Council of Ministers must receive a notification in this regard. 

Article Eleven  
The party must inform the Council of Ministers regarding any amendments to its bylaws or platform within 30 days of its occurrence. 



Article Twelve 
1. Judges, members of the public prosecution and judicial investigators may not belong to a political party. In such instances any person who holds two positions must decide to keep one of them within 30 days of entry into force of this law.  
2. Political activity may not exist inside the Ministry of Pyshmirga Affairs and internal security forces. 

Article Thirteen 
The party has the following rights: 
1. May own media to achieve its aims in accordance with the existing laws. 
2. Has rights similar to those guaranteed by law to juridical personality including the possession of movable and non-movable assets to achieve its aims. 
3. Has the right to meet, demonstrate and go on strike by peaceful means in accordance with the law and knowledge of the relevant authorities. 
4. Has the right to organize festivals, celebrations, hold symposiums and mark occasions. 
5. Has the right to collect donations, grants and internal funds. 
6. Has the right to accept external finance or materials with the prior knowledge of the Council of Ministers. 

Article Fourteen 
Grants to political parties which come from the budget of the region are distributed according to regulations set by the National Assembly. 

Article Fifteen 
The party must adhere to the following: 
1. Reject terrorism in all its forms. 
2. Respect of laws and securing the independence of the judiciary. 
3. Should not have any military or quasi-military organizations or possession of weapons in violation of the law. 
4. Exercising any activity in contradiction with its announced platform.  
5. Respect for law and order. 


Article Sixteen 
The party may dissolve itself in accordance with its bylaws.  

Article Seventeen 
1. The party may be dissolved, according to a court order, upon a legal case submitted by the Ministry of Interior against the party for violating any of the provisions of this law. 
2. The court decision is subject to appeal before the Court of Appeal of the Kurdistan region within 30 days from date of notification.  The Court of Appeals verdict is final. 

Article Eighteen 
Movable and non movable party assets get liquidated according to party bylaws when the party is dissolved. 

Article Nineteen 
Existing parties must conform their legal status to the provisions of this law within 3 months of its entry into force. 

Article Twenty
The Minister of Interior may issue directives to facilitate the implementation of the provisions of this law.

Article Twenty One
Any texts in contradiction to the provisions of this law are repealed.  

Article Twenty Two 
The Council of Ministers shall execute the provisions of this law. 


Article Twenty Three
This law enters into force upon publication in the Official Gazette. 


_________________
Jawhar Namiq Salim 
Speaker of the National Assembly for Kurdistan region of Iraq 
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