In The Name of God, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate

In The Name of The People

Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly
Pursuant to the authorities conferred upon us on the basis of Paragraph (3) of Article (10) of Law no. 10 (1997), and according to the Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly enactment in its 28 Apr. 1998 session, we decided to issue the following:
Chapter I

Definitions

Article (1):
Article (1) shall be amended to be read as follows:

For the purpose of this statute, each of the terms shall be defined as follows:
Region: Iraqi Kurdistan Region. 
Assembly: Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly.
Speaker: Assembly Speaker.

Member: Assembly Member.

Board: Assembly Presidency Board. 
Law: Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly Law.

Statute: Assembly Statute.

Session: The total meetings held in one day.
Legislative Session: The total sessions held in four months. 
Electoral Term: The duration of the Iraqi Kurdistan National Assembly mandate.

Bloc: Total number of Assembly Members belonging to an electoral list which wins 7% or more in the general elections. 
Chapter II

Assembly in Session
Article 2:
Article (4) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Assembly Sessions shall not be legal unless the majority of its Members are present and the Assembly shall adopt its resolutions with the majority of attendees and that shall be in cases that do not require a special majority according to the law and the Speaker shall have the deciding vote if the votes were equal.
Article 3:

Article (8) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Electoral Term of the assembly is four years, starting with its first Session and ending with the conclusion of the fourth year. 
Chapter III

Presidency Board
First: Board Elections

Article 4:

Article (11) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Interim Speaker, and then each of the Members shall take the following legal oath before the Assembly:

“I swear by God Almighty to safeguard the unity of the people and the land of Iraqi Kurdistan and its higher interests”.
Article 5:

Article (12) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The elected Member shall be considered as a Member of the Assembly and begin work effective from the date of taking the legal oath, and the Member shall have all the Membership rights accordingly.
Article 6:

Article (13) shall be amended to be read as follows:

1- After taking the oath, the interim Speaker opens electing candidate members for the Board posts namely the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and Secretary. 
2- After closing the candidacy process, the elections is held through secret balloting and the winners are those who would get the majority of attendees’ votes.
Article 7:

Article (14) shall be amended to be read as follows:
1- Every attending Member shall be handed a paper stamped with the Assembly’s seal, and the Member shall write the names of Members he/she would like to elect for any post on the Board. 
2- The Member shall put his/her paper in the ballot box prepared for this purpose, and there shall be no voting instead or on behalf of another Member, and any unstamped or any paper that does not have an indication of a candidate shall be considered void.
3- Two of the youngest attending Members shall count the votes under the supervision of the interim Speaker. 

4- If the competitors’ votes for one post were equal, then the election shall be repeated in another session for the post or posts which had the equal voices, and if this condition reoccurs then a draw shall be held amongst them.
Second: Speaker’s Authorities and Task

Article 8:

Article (17) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Speaker shall practice the following authorities and tasks:

1- Implementing the Law and the Assembly’s Statute.

2- Opening, heading, closing, postponing, and scheduling the Assembly’s Legislative Sessions and Sessions.

3- Chairing the discussions and keeping their order. 

4- Taking the necessary measures to maintain security and order inside the Assembly and the Speaker could determine the force suitable for this purpose and it shall be under his/her leadership. 
5- Signing the Sessions’ minutes of meeting with the two members of the Assembly Presidency Board.
6- Carrying out all that is related to the Assembly regarding legal conductance, administration, financial details, and he/she has the right to authorize any other member of the Board for that matter.

7- Signing all the official correspondences with the Executive Authority and other entities inside and outside the Region.
8- Signing all the letters and correspondences issued by the Assembly or one of its committees after stamping them with his/her seal. 

9- Verifying the quorum with the assistance of the Board Members.

10- Putting matters forward to the Assembly for voting when it is needed.

11- Supervising the Assembly committees’ work.

12- Representing the Assembly in National celebrations and other occasions and he/she has the right to authorize another Member to do that. 

13- Issuing laws, resolutions, and statutes approved by the Assembly.

Third: Deputy Speaker’s Authorities and Task

Article 9:

Article (18) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Deputy Speaker shall practice the following authorities and tasks:

1- Practicing all the Speaker’s authorities in his/her absence, and the Speaker could also entrust certain tasks to the Deputy Speaker.
2- Taking part in the Presidency Board’s activities and tasks as its Member. 

3- Monitoring the Committees’ works and present reports about them to the Speaker. 

Fourth: Secretary's Authorities and Task

Article 10:

Article (19) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Secretary shall practice the following authorities and tasks:

1- Supervise the writing of the Sessions minutes of meeting and Sessions schedules, as well as printing and distributing them to the Members. 
2- Writing the names of Members who wish to speak according to the chronologic order of request. 

3-  Taking part in the Presidency Board’s activities and tasks as its Member.

Fifth: Joint Authorities and Task

Article 11:

Article (20) shall be amended to be read as follows:

The Presidency Board shall do the following:
1- Organize the schedule for each Assembly Session and inform it to the Members as well as the Council of Ministers’ members in addition to the drafts, suggestions and reports to be discussed, at least two days before the Session.
2- Decision making on jurisdiction conflicts among the committees regarding the cases sent to them and resolving these conflicts.
3- Setting the rules for editing records and organizing them.

4- Reading the last Session’s minutes of meeting in brief in the Assembly’s following Session.
Chapter IV

Assembly Membership

First: Membership Validity

Article 12:

Article (24) shall be amended to be read as follows:

1- Each Member has the right to challenge the Membership of any other Member, and each candidate in the winning electoral lists can challenge the Membership of the winning Members of his/her list before the Assembly.
2- During the second Session of the Assembly’s first Legislative Session, an interim committee shall be elected and called “The Committee of Verifying Membership Validity”, consisting of at least five Members, provided that the Member whose Membership validity is being questioned shall not be among its Members. 
3- The committee shall review the Membership validity challenge, and it shall have the right to have all the minutes of meeting and documents related to electing the Member whose Membership validity is being questioned, and this committee shall file its report within a month of the request date. 
4- The Assembly shall decide the validity of Membership and it shall take its resolution by a two-third majority. 

5- Challenges shall be in writing and shall be presented to the Speaker during the first Legislative Session from the date of holding the first Assembly Session after the Assembly has been elected, and the Speaker shall handover those challenges to the Committee of Verifying Membership Validity, and the same procedures apply to Members who will join the Assembly later on. 
6- If the challenge was correct, then the Speaker shall present the results to the electoral list in order to select another candidate from the same list according to Article (44) of the Law within sixty days provided that the Assembly’s remaining electoral term is not less than six months. 

7- If the challenge lacked reliability, or if it included incorrect information, then the committee shall present a report about that to the Speaker who could refer the request to the specialized investigative court to implement legal measures on the challenger if the challenge was malicious or if it was filed to cause damage to the Member whose Membership validity was being questioned. 
Second: Member’s Rights and Duties

Article 13:

Article (25) shall be amended to be read as follows:

1- The Member shall oblige himself/herself to attend the Assembly’s meetings as well as the meetings of the committees in which he/she is a member, and he/she shall not be absent except with a permission from the Speaker or the chairman of the committee which he/she is a Member of if the meetings were for the committees. 
2- If the Member did not attend Assembly Sessions because he/she was assigned to other official Assembly tasks, then this is not considered as absence.

3- The Speaker could give the Member a normal leave if his/her circumstances require, for a period not exceeding 15 days during each Legislative Session. 
4- The Member shall be entitled to take sick leaves duly during Legislative Sessions. 

5- If the Member had to be absent without an official task and constantly for two sessions, then he/she shall present a request to the Speaker explaining the reasons of this absence.

6- If the Member continued being absent for more than one month without the Speaker’s permission then the Member shall not receive any of his/her salary and financial allocations for the period of absence. 

7- In case the Member was absent from the Assembly or committees’ meetings without an excuse for three separate times during the Legislative Session, the Speaker could notify him/her and his/her list about this. 

Third: Immunity and Rewards

Article 14:

Paragraph (5) of Article (27) shall be amended to be read as follows:

((The Assembly shall not consider this request in terms of the availability of prosecution evidence or not, but in terms of whether the case is built on a serious base or not; to realize justice or to maliciously do harm to the Member.))

Article 15:

Article (28) shall be amended to be read as follows:

1- The Speaker, his/her Deputy, the Secretary, and Members shall receive a monthly salary and payments. 

2- If the Assembly Member is absent from and Session without a lawful excuse, then the amount of (200) two hundred Dinars shall be deducted for each Session from the rewards mentioned in Paragraph (1) here-above provided that the deductions shall not exceed the amount of the monthly rewards given to the Member. 

Article 16:

Article (30) shall be amended to be read as follows:

a) Assembly Membership shall be terminated in the following cases:

1. The end of Assembly’s electoral term.

2. Death.

b) The Member shall lose his/her Membership in the following cases:

1. The Member’s resignation and its acceptance. 

2. If the Member loses one of the conditions required for Membership candidacy and the Assembly decided that with the majority of two thirds of its present Members. 

3. If the Member was absent for three consecutive Sessions without a lawful excuse.

Article 17:

Article (31) shall be amended to be read as follows:

If one of the Assembly seats becomes vacant, it shall be filled by another candidate from the same list.

Fifth: Combining Two Jobs

Article 18:

1- The Assembly Membership and public jobs shall not be practiced together. A public employee shall be considered as resigned on the day he/she takes oath before the Assembly, and he/she must inform the Assembly Secretary with his/her employment situation. 

2- The Assembly Membership and Membership of any elected council connected to the Regional Government’s entities and departments, and the Member must choose between the Assembly and that council within eight days after the announcement of the elections results, otherwise he/she would be considered as if he/she had chose the Assembly’s Membership, and the Assembly and council shall be notified about that. 

3- The Member shall not contract with the Regional Government himself/herself or through other means during his/her Membership, and he/she shall not use his/her Membership for personal interests. 

4- All Assembly Members must work full-time. 

5- Partisan, Syndicate, and Public Organizations work shall not be considered as a profession or work, and shall not conflict with the purposes of the Assembly election law.

Sixth: Resignation

Article 19:

The following Articles shall be added to this Chapter of the Statute and shall be put under new numbering, provided that the Articles which follow them shall be numbered accordingly. 

Article (33): The Member shall present his/her resignation in writing to the Assembly Speaker, and it shall be read in the first [following] Session.

Article (34): The resigning Member could withdraw his/her resignation through a written request to the Assembly Speaker before the Assembly is informed about it. 

Article (35): The resignation shall be considered valid when the Assembly accepts it with the majority of attendees. 

Article (36): The return of a resigned Member to the Assembly shall not be allowed. 
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