Law No. 14 of 1996

Chapter one

Establishment and principles

Section one:

Establishment

Article 1:

First: according to this law, a committee called (tourism committee) established, its aim is to administrate, direct and observe the tourism affairs in Iraq, it works on the basis of loss and profits and connected with council of ministers and it is the only retail entity in charge of the tourism sector in Iraq.

Second: the tourism committee characterized by the juristic personality, the financial and administrative independence and has the funds for the tourism actions limited in this law, represented by committee director or his deputy.

Third: the committee has the right to open branches and offices for its own inside Iraq or, in cooperation with the Iraqi central bank, open branches and offices outside Iraq.

Section two:

Principles and means:

Article 2:

The committee seeks forward to achieve the following goals:

1) Run the tourism facility that it responsible for directly or contracting with others to run it with the council of ministers approval. 

2) Direct the tourism activities in Iraq, develop, circulate and support to achieve economical, cultural, educational and informational purposes.

3) Promote the tourism facilities and services in order to offer the best services to achieve the tourism purposes.

4) Develop the tourism regions.

5) Support the tourism activities for the social, mixed and private sector and the professional organizations working in the tourism field.

Article 3:

In order to achieve its goals the committee does:

1) Offer the required services and facilitates activities according to the demand of the ministries, entities no related to ministry and others in tourism field.

2) Represent the republic of Iraq in the international, Arabic organizations, the international and Arabic tourism conferences and regulate the relationship between these organizations and republic of Iraq.

3) Create the rules which organize establishing tourism facilities, styles on how to run it, classify it and the conditions for its employees, this is within the state public policy and moral rules in the society.

4) Inspect and observe the tourism facilities and question the violator to the facility, administrative and employees according to this law.

5) Establish the tourism companies and projects (mixed sector) inside Iraq according to the law.

6) Create the plans and designs for the tourism regions and promote the tourism activity.

7) Identify the regions that are qualified for tourism purposes.

8) Establish the tourism facilities and services for the state.

9) Observing the services in the ruins and tourism areas, huge railway stations and port in coordination with the related entities.

10) Approve the designs of the tourism facilities for the social, mixed and private sectors.

11) present the consultant, technical and geometrical services (in exchange for money) for the social, mixed and private sectors.

12) Observing the tourism facilities, travel companies and offices, renting cars offices for the tourists and shops of antiques and old manufactures inside the tourism facilities.

13) Organize tourism trips inside Iraq and outside it.

14) Organize escorting and housing for delegations.

15) Announce the tourism culture.

16) Establish celebrations, shows and festivals and the tourism conferences.

17) Establish and run the training institutions and centers which qualify people to run the tourism facilities and tourism actions.

18) Observing the professional organizations that are working in the tourism field and support it to facilitate its duties.

Chapter two

The administrative frame

Article 4:

The administrative frame for the committee includes the followings:

1) administrative board

2) committee chief

3) committee directorates and its sections

Section one: 

Administrative board:

Article 5:

The administrative board is the highest executive entity in the committee which observe it and seeks forward to achieve its purposes and goals as an economical institution works on the basis of loss and profits according to rules of the commercial business, also the administrative board plans for it various activities and the tourism sector in Iraq and following up with the projects and programs the tourism sector approved.

Article 6: 
1st: the administrative board is consisting of the commission chief and the following members:
1- The general interior manager.

2- The general manager of heritage and museum department.
3- The general manager of tourist groups department.

4- The general manager of tourist utilities.

5- The general manager of financial and administrative department.

6- {3} experts whom be selected by ministers council, their service period is {3} years and its renewable.
2nd: the administrative board getting monthly meeting at least one time due to its chief.

3rd: the quorum is considered complete when the majority is achieved also the decisions are issuing on majority condition but if they get equal case {in votes} the side that chief voted for will won.
4th: the administrative board is authorized to invite any one attending its meeting {experienced persons} to use their experiences.
Article {7}

The administrative board is authorized to issue any necessary decisions to achieve committee goals due to this law rules specially to practice the following:

1st: agreement on annual committee plan and pass it to the ministers' council.

2nd: agreement on the planning budget and the committee staff annually then pass them to the ministers' council to approve.

3rd: certification on the final finance committee and approving the annual budget.
4th: agreement on biddings announcement then approve it due to the law.

5th: agreement on borrowing money from the official, private banks to used this money in committee projects.

6th: approved the benefits distribution on committee employees {not more than30%of these befits} also issuing rules of distributing these benefits.
7th: agreement on using the committee share of foreign currency that achieved through its actions to fund its import activity which approved in external trade plan or for propaganda aim and paying service fees.

8th: determine the investment fields for the committee inside Iraq and affording the recommendations to the relative entities about the external investments.
9th: studying the annual report of tourist sector in Iraq, committee activities and its financial situation then issuing the decisions and recommendations towards.

10th: showing opinion on tourist companies establishment or participating in due to law.

11th: approved the tourist sector instructions.

12th: studying the laws, instructions projects that committee suggests.

13th: studying the suggestions that concerning improving the tourist sector in Iraq.
14th: agreement on committee participating in Arabic and governmental global organizations and naming the representatives for.

15th: issuing the decisions that concerning administrative, financial and technical affairs.

16th: approving the bonus system for committee employees.

17th: approving contract conditions of using labors in committee.

The second chapter:

The committee chief:

Article {8}

The chief committee is the heights employee position in and he is in charge of spending money, he will be in charge of committee actions before the administrative board, developing its missions, committee financial situation. Many general managers will help him to achieve these goals and he is authorized to give any one of them his authorizations.

Article {9}

The chief of committee is authorized to apply authorizations in order to achieve the committee goals especially the following:

1st: executing the committee board decisions.

2nd: preparing project of committee plan and its annual budget also preparing the final fees.
3rd: preparing the annual report on tourist in Iraq, committee activities and its financial situation.

4th: presenting suggestions to the administrative board that concerning extending the tourist activity in Iraq.

5th: preparing the studies on suggested projects then passing to administrative board to approve.

6th: suggesting creating committee branches with detailed study passing to administrative board to approve.

7th: sequence supervision on tourist utilities through coordinating with relative entities.

8th: providing the tourist licenses for restaurants, hotels, flats, traveling offices, antiquates shops, clubs and tourist shops with renew these licenses.

9th: searching the tourist utilities which subjected to the committee observation.

10th: providing licenses for bars through coordinating with relative entities.

11th: requesting to get the visa to inter Iraq for tourist groups with agreement of specialist entities.

12th: providing the licenses to open the tourist institutions {private ones}.

13th: gifting the tourist Arabic, foreign entities samples of heritage Iraqi industries.

14th: classification the restaurants, flats, hotels tourist then determining these utilities services fees.

15th: organizing training for tourist employees to develop their skills.

16th: forming committees to classify the tourist utilities and determine its fees.

The third chapter:

Committee forms:

Article {10}

1st: the committee forms are consisting of the following:

1- The tourist groups department.

2- The tourist utilities department.

3- The financial and administrative department.

4- The searching and observation department.

5- Checking section.

2nd: any above mentioned departments will be headed by general manager that should get initial college degree, the departments authorities are determined by administrative board instructions also their sections authorizations will get same style.
3rd: the meaning of tourist groups is every tourist group that consists of{16}persons{at least} which want visiting Iraq and getting specific program that organizing by Iraqi tourist office or by any authorized Iraqi entity.

Chapter three:

The tourist utilities

Article {11}

The tourist committee guarantees the conditions {specific ones} in every utility so these conditions to open any tourist utility are obligate ones. The committee supervises and observes these utilities continuously to watch applying the tourist legislations properly.

Article {12}

1st: it is forbidden to open any tourist utility that related to the private sector without getting license from tourist committee.

2nd: the meaning of tourist utility in this law is the following: restaurants, hotels, flat and tourist houses, traveling offices, tourist companies' offices, bars, tourist shops and all other specified utilities due to instructions.

3rd: the instructions to get the tourist utilities licenses are determined and sub instructions for each are also determined.

4th: the tourist utilities licenses are renew annually after checking these utilities to guarantee including the suitable conditions.

Article {13}

The tourist utilities are subjected to consequence searching by committee systems in order to guarantee applying the suitable conditions.
Article {14}

The searching systems of the committee watch the conditions of tourist utilities consequence to guarantee affording services.

Article {15}

The tourist utilities contain special file for search notices {to write the search team notices} also will contain the violations cases and the dead lines to fix through this dead line otherwise the utility or its owner will be punished.
Article {16}

The chief of tourist committee is forming search teams to work continuously in order to guarantee applying the conditions of tourist utilities actions.

Article {17}

· 1st: if the rules of this law are violated, the chief or any one whom authorized by the chief enforcing financial fee, it is account {how much} will be determined according to the circumstances also according to the recommendation of administrative board and certificated of ministers council also forced them to remove the violation through period that determined by search teams.
· 2nd: if the owner of the tourist utility is not removing the violation although getting warning, fees and giving him period to do that, the chief of committee or any one whom authorized by him will have the right to close that utility {not more than 30 days} or preventing him from working as tourist entity even if the closed period is over till they remove the violation.
Article {18}

1st: the tourist utility owner or its manager has the right to objection on closed decision before the appeal committee that created by administrative board.

2nd: the objection is presented through the closed decision entity then this entity should sending this objection with its basic papers within five days of objection recording date then the appeal committee decision will be final one.
3rd: the report of search team that visit the tourist utility is consider sufficiency evidence if there is nothing contrary it.

Article {19}

The tourist committee is practicing the authority of closing the tourist utility that subjected to, the owner of the tourist utility should doing his legal obligations towards his employees in spite of closing it.
Article {20}

If any one violates this law or its instructions will be punish by paying fees that determined according to circumstances and administrative board recommendation and certification of ministers council, if the violation is repeated the punishment will be{jail one month till two years}and the license will cancel forever.
Chapter {4}

The financial rules

Article {21}

The committee is consisting of self-funding tourist utilities and departments.

Article {22}

1st: the initial budget of this committee is {1000, 000,000 ID}, it is possible to increase by ministers council decision due to administrative board suggestion.

2nd: the committee budget is consisting of movable and non-movable money due to evaluated value, this value is determined by committee which had been formed by financial Minster.

3rd: the operation {work} budget committee is {150,000,000 ID}.

Article {23}

The committee incomes are consisting from the following:

1st: the incomes have been achieved of its investments or benefits that caused by its activities, tourist utilities activities that belong to this committee.
2nd: fees of providing licenses to the tourist utilities.

3rd: rent fees of movable and non-movable assets.

4th: service fees that submitted to the others.

5th: any other incomes that committee achieves due to the rules of this law.

Article {24}

1st: the annual pure benefit that committee achieves is distributed as the following:
a- Before backing the initial budget committee.

1- 50%financial ministry share.
2- 15% to get back the initial budget committee.

3- 15% to form the spare legal for the committee initial budget that {50%} of the work {operation} budget.

4- 20% bonus and gifts for committee employees.

b- after backing the initial committee budget:

1- 50%financial ministry share.

2- 30% for the spare legal of operation budget.
3- 20% bonus and gifts for committee employees.
c- after backing the initial committee budget:

1- 80% financial ministry share.

2- 20% bonus and gifts.

2nd: if they have losses in previous years, 50% will be issued from pure benefit to replace these losses and the rest will be distributed due to article {a, b, c} of article {1st} in this chapter.
Article {25}

The tourist committee obtains foreign amount money {like $} from every Arabic, foreign tourist guy in tourist group for the services that affording for, the council ministers determines who gets these amount.

Article {26}

The committee gets 10%of the total amount{fees}in case of informing the central bank of Iraq about the violation cases{share of the fees}, the committee will pay 1/2 of this fee{by ID}to the source of this inform while the rest will be income for it.

Article {27}

The committee gets the permission from the Iraqi central bank on the bank that it wants to keep its account in {outside of Iraq} also it presents report about its financial situation due to issued instructions of central Iraqi bank.
Article {29}

The committee bank accounts are subjected to check of financial observation divan.

Chapter five

General and final judgments

1st section

General rules

Article {30}

The administrative board instructions determine the following {the ministers' council approves these instructions}:

1st: rules of providing licenses of creating tourist utility{the official and private ones}like, restaurants, hotels, flat and tourist houses, travel companies offices…etc. also canceling or renew these licenses.
2nd: procedures and searching rules of tourist utilities.

3rd: procedures of managing the tourist utility that belong to the committee.

4th: bonus system for committee employees.

5th: contract conditions of labors committee and their service rules.

6th: classification conditions of tourist utility and service fees that afford in.

7th: fees of providing licenses for tourist utility and it's renew, bars fees.

8th: conditions of opening institutions, training centers of tourist sector and its work rules.

The second section

Final judgments

Article {31}

1st: the tourist section of interior ministry, tourist affairs section of Baghdad municipality canceled and re-join to the tourist committee.

2nd: the following tourist utilities are recording freely under tourist committee and these utilities are free of taxes and fees:

a- Babylon hotel/Mosul province.

b- Al-mosul hotel/Nanava province.
c- Al-Hadhur Al-Jadeed hotel in Nanava.

d- Tikreet hotel in Salahal-Deen province.

e- Samarah hotel in Salahal-Deen province.

f- Babel hotel in Babel province.

g- Al-Rasheed hotel in Baghdad province.

h- Al-Irass island in Baghdad.

i- The canceled building of public tourist establishment in Hafa Street/ Baghdad.

j- Canceled building of Nanava tourist office/in Al-Mosul.

3rd:

The employees of above canceled tourist sections and all its equipments are transferring to the tourist committee freely{without any taxes or fees}also their rights, obligations and its financial that mentioned in general budget of the state.

4th:

The following shares are recording freely to the financial ministry:

Companies names……………………….financial ministry shares 

1- Baghdad hotel………………………….7,470,000

2- Ishtar hotel………………………………..24, 220,000

3- Al-Mansur hotel………………………….16,017,000

4- Palastian hotel……………………………….29,600

5- Al-Basra hotel………………………………..10,858,000

6- Ashur hotel……………………………….3,528,240

7- Tourist city in Al-Habanyia…………….29, 192,300

8- Al-Sadeer hotel………………………….10,370,000

9- Tourist city in Saddam dam{weir}……….3,655,000

10- Babel hotel…………………………….24,206,000

11- Al-Watenyia for investments…………..1,586,670

12- Anashky summer resort…………………….1,263,600

Article {32}

1st: the decision of revolution council number{299}in 1990 is canceled but the issued instructions due to it still valid if  they are not contrary with this law rules till replaced by new ones.

2nd: the tourist committee that created according to this law replaces the tourist establishment that created due to revolution council decision number {299} in 1990.

Article {33}

The chief of committee after getting administrative board agreement is authorized to issue the necessary instructions to execute this law rules.
Article {34}

This law is executing within {90} days of publishing in official newspaper.

Saddam Hussein

Chief of revolution council

 The reasons beyond issuing this law:

For the necessity of existing central committee to run the tourist activities in Iraq, also to develop  these utilities and affording the best services for the citizens also to attractive the foreign tourist this law is legislated.  

